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Partnership 
The Axis of the Internal Church 

In Everything a Marriage  

Overview 

 

Hope.  This paper is about hope.  It is about moving forward into a reimagined 
church inclusive of all voices, male and female.  The issue of women’s ordination is broader 
than the issue of women’s ordination.  That is because this issue encompasses the nature of 
church itself and the partnership we are to embody as we endeavor to be alive to the Word 
and thence alive to the world.  It is hope and reconciliation seeded in interdependence as the 
Lord seeks “a mutual partnership brought about by cooperation.”  (TCR 371)   

 

What are we trying to create?  A living Church 

 

 In this life, we live, at best, in a cloud of our own misunderstanding and 
misperception.   The New Church is part of God’s providence – a church equipped with a 
beautiful theology designed to help dissipate those clouds as we teach the truths that lead to 
the good of life.  We are forever searching, learning, and changing.  Churches are the same. 

 

 Churches, whether at the individual or corporate level, are not then static entities.  
They grow, unfold, spread, decline, fall, with each of the Churches in turn becoming a seed 
for the next.  As the ending of the book of Revelation reads, “Come, Lord Jesus” – inviting 
us to an ongoing search not a once-and-for-all arrival.  What must remain central to the 
church is love and such a church exists in loving people who obey the Lord, have a 
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conscience, and oppose hatred. (AC 1844)  Outside of central on which there be clear 
acknowledgment lies many areas in which we need to change.  Including women’s voices in 
the role of clergy is one such necessary change. 

 

  In supporting this position, we start with the truth that the search outward centers 
on the acknowledgment that God still talks to churches and individuals through His Word.  
The long enshrined New Church concept of freedom reflects this premise.  It is not a only a 
freedom in the present but a freedom that looks forward, a freedom that acknowledges God’s 
freedom to move as He will within the laws of order.   “The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8) 

 

 The freedom is deeply embedded in our spiritual DNA, applying to both men and 
women.  New Church theology holds humanity, at its very core, as being centered on what 
are traditionally called “remains” – states of innocence implanted in all, male and female.  
This shapes our deepest soul, shared across genders, – the Lord’s life in us - holds “nothing 
but good impulses and true concepts.”  (AC 978)  From that core we are able to freely act in 
loving ways, ways hopefully not stunted by fear but driven by care.  

 

 The inner, true self seeds in humanity the hope of salvation given our persistent pull 
towards the deepest hell through the machinations of our false self, a false self connected to 
hell through our fallen nature.   The birth of the true self - the new will – is the work of 
regeneration.   Both males and females respond to that call of regeneration and engage in its 
work.   New Church doctrine clearly points out: 

 

We are not regenerated until we acknowledge and believe that charity is 
the most important part of faith and until we feel love for our fellow 
human beings and show mercy to them…. Love for others – and not 
faith devoid of love – is the means by which the Lord does good in the 
world and puts the resulting truth to work.  (AC 989)   
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That means in turn that while the “compass” remains the same the “map” will 
change.  Being a church based on love means being a church comfortable with principle/ 
compass centered change.  Love changes, love flows, love moves yet love remains the True 
North.  That is what wisdom teaches.  Maintenance is perpetual creation.  How do we show 
the aforementioned mercy to others?  How do we serve?  How do we engage more voices?  
These are open-ended questions for individuals and churches but they are navigated using a 
set compass.  It is where conscience speaks.  For many, their consciences are speaking in 
new ways. 

 

Such truth as the “compass” supplies will help love from becoming, as the Writings 
warn, blind.  As one author noted, “Your beliefs will be the light by which you see, but they 
will not be what you see and they will not be a substitute for seeing.”  Given that 
“absolutely everything in us features something equivalent to marriage,” to truly “see” as a 
church and as a clergy then needs both male and female perspectives. (AC 1432) 

 

 The New Church is called, simply to practice what it preaches – called to act from a 
core reflective of the internal church - or risk its own demise.  If we are to preach this truth 
that leads to the good of life, we are to live this truth that leads to the good of life.   We are 
to live it with an orientation embedded in an internal church.  That internal “core” forms an 
axis as it were around faith of love or charity. “Life itself is the inner core of all worship, so 
whenever a doctrinal teaching rises of out of a life thoughtfulness, it is the kind that belong 
to the faith meant here.” (AC 1798)  “Anyone who lives a life of love for others knows 
everything there is to know about faith.”  (AC 1798) 

 

 It is hard to see how such a church created to be an internal church is a male concept 
only communicable through a male clergy.  If we are to understand the living of the truth 
that leads to the good of life, it is hard to imagine how that can be done by solely placing 
one gender in the position of leading the endeavor – a masculine papacy so to speak.  That 
would appear to run counter to what Swedenborg called the “mystical union” spoken of in 
John that clearly holds “Love is what binds us together” and that “loving our neighbor is 
loving God.”  (AC 1013)   A truth “expert” then in the New Church, will be an “expert” in 
the field of loving connection with all guided by wisdom, a “pact of peace” as Swedenborg 
phrased it based on mutual love, evidenced by mercy “towards everyone on the face of the 
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earth.” (AC 1032)  Male and female, working together, is what I would submit creates that 
type of world.  It takes many voices because that is exactly how God set it up the universe.  

 

 A living church, inclusive of all voices, needs to be a humble church, in which both 
genders acknowledge the Lord as the source of everything good and true.  The resulting 
humility presses us down into the soft soil of loving service and yields, in response, an 
abundance of “knowing.” (See the Beatitudes) “When we become good [male and female] 
we gain far more than people who know countless facts.”  (AC 1100)  Deep forms then of 
religious truth are byproducts of love – truth from good - not exclusively of intellectual 
study.  (AC 1038)  Restated, at a certain level, only love is entrusted with the truth.  
Churches in turn then become a place where the good urges of faith come to life.   This type 
of generative process, if it were biological, is not asexual cell division but the joining 
together of procreative forces. 

 

 Such a church, “guided by kindness”, is a synthesis of faith and charity… “guided by 
kindness” not by exclusively male leadership.   The voices then combine to create an 
internal church celebrating diversity.   “The Lord’s Church differs from one group to the 
next, and not only one group to the next, but sometimes from one individual to the next.”  
(AC 3451)  Many voices … one God. 

 

Every dogma can be explained in a 1,000 different ways.  It is like a 
horn of plenty.  People take out of the dogma whatever is matched and 
suited to their character, and use their particular gifts to explain it.  
TCR 154 

 

 This may well be the terrain of “perception”, that inner knowing gifted by God at a 
soul level. From that place we “start to live from the Lord … and enjoy a sense of 
individuality.”  (AC 1387) 
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 So what is a living Church?  It is an internal church, one in which the externals are 
not ‘idols’ unto themselves but instead yield to the deeper truth of love.  It is a dynamic 
church of many voices … a chorus. It is a church that like the human beings that comprise it 
and the God who created it, grows and unfolds.  It is a church willing to get down to 
business, down to moving forward in the organic, robust process of teaching the truth that 
leads to the good of life by living that very truth.   A living church is an internal church re-
presented in external form.  If the internal is about male and female it seems a 
corresponding external should mirror that fact.  

 

What must a living/ internal church battle against? 

 

 What we all must battle against as an internal church starts with the simple concept 
of self-love.  Self-love is the concept that “we answer to ourselves alone.”  (AC 1326)  It is 
arrogant self-dependence.  The self-centeredness is “… our actual hell.”  (AC 1099)  In its 
drive for power, it knows no limits and does not “stop until we overpower every person in 
the universe.”  Pastors are specifically warned against exercising such power stemming from 
a love of dominion.    When we function believing that we as individuals or we as a gender 
grouping possess within us a certain special knowledge – a gnosis – as a result of our 
individuality or gender from which we then are entitled to lead to the exclusion of others – 
us and us alone – might we be placing ourselves in ground that appears at least to be readily 
coopted by self-interest?  There is room here for healthy order and organization.  But it is an 
area of deep caution.  

 

 Pulling a self-serving attitude out into church structure means that instead of serving 
the common good we … “deflect and divert it back to ourselves” in a desire to worship a 
God that caters to our own personal desires.  As such, we then “remove ourselves from 
neighborly love” and thereby remove ourselves from God.  (AC 981)   We can even build 
what the Writings phrase as a “corrupted adoration” by seeking to build names for ourselves 
as priests through self-serving mastery of doctrine and piety.  (AC 1308)  Again, might a 
gender balanced clergy be yet another check on this challenge? 

 



 

Partnership 6 
 

 Corrupted religions grow from this proclivity of fallen souls to be credited for what 
they know.  Such religion does, interesting, acknowledge the Word, and worship God, but it 
“detaches faith from charity and so from its essential quality and its life.”  (AC 1076)  This 
leads to purely external worship.  Those “devoid of neighborly love are totally incapable of 
any other type of worship.”  (AC 1078) 

 

 Faith then flattens into shallow piety in which faith is hollowed out by the self to 
merely be a form of thought or religious knowledge.  (AC 10769)  At this point, we easily 
confuse “religion” with knowledge about religion.  (AC 1169)  And, argument ensues, 
growing to the point that those who divide faith from charity “lack interest in anything but 
arguing.”  (AC 1072)  As such, judgment arrives but not as the judgment of love but as the 
judgment of punishment in which “errors and perversions are the only things that people 
like this can see.”  (AC 1079)  The limited care these types of individuals exercise is only 
“for themselves and their own.”  (AC 1076) 

 

 As conceit mixes with worship, the forms then of inward worship – the internal 
church – get rejected.  (AC, 1306 1064)  Intellectual theological constructs come to trump 
love and we begin to value “belief above matters of neighborly love.”  AC 1175) Worship 
becomes a show in which the external, ceremonial observances are obsessed over and 
valued more deeply than the internal content.  (AC 1175)  This myopic focus on religiosity 
is a “show of worship without any base in charity” and as such becomes a “slave of slaves.”  
(AC 1091) 

 

 None of the above is to say that mixed gender priesthood solves all these problems.  
It does not and will not.  As long as humans serve the function of ministers, their 
humanness, i.e. self-centeredness, will continue to be problematic.  Self-centeredness, given 
our inborn, fallen will, is a tension we manage, not a problem we solve.  However, with 
males and females serving in the role of pastor, it would appear that the balance is more 
likely to hold self-centeredness, love of dominion, etc… in check.    The Writings are crystal 
clear – the most powerful forms of religion and relationship are those in which balance is 
present.    A male and female clergy constitutes a healthier reflection of balance than a male 
only clergy.  
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 This is not a small thing, not merely a debating point.  What is it that kills churches?   
My best understanding is that ordaining female pastors are not the apocalyptic sign of a 
church coming to end.  What then is?  It is that very LACK of balance held in the picture of 
male – female as a church lurches tragically towards its destruction.  Imbalance creates a 
fall. 

 

Every church in its beginning regards the good life in the first place, and 
truths of doctrine in the second; but as the church declines, its begins to 
regards the truths of doctrine in the first place and the good of life in the 
second.  (AC 82) 

 

At first a church has no other doctrine, and love no other, than that of 
charity; for this belongs to life…. [But] churches turn away from this 
doctrine until they hold it cheap; and at length reject it.  When it 
separates faith from a charity, this doctrine conspires with a life of evil.  
(AC 2417) 

 

Conclusion 

Churches centered on loving service joined to wisdom, balanced churches, appear to 
serve God’s ordained role for churches.  That marriage of love and wisdom, though degrees 
may differ, occurs in churches and individuals – male and female. Churches centered on 
preoccupation with doctrine/ truth alone are out of balance and as such, will of their own 
weight collapse.  Balance then is critical. 

 

Absolutely everything in us features something equivalent to marriage.  
Never could there be an element so tiny as to lack that image of 
marriage.  (AC 1432)   
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A male only clergy does not appear to take part in such a balanced 
partnership, wholeness, in a form demonstrating the marriage of good and truth, and 
its manifestation in the male and female.  The interplay between heart and lungs is 
critical in the individual, in the partnership, in the internal church, and in the clergy. 

 

There is great hope then in opening the New Church to more balance in its many 
forms.    Exclusivity is not partnership.  Inclusivity is partnership.  It is a living church in 
which variety is perfection … and HOPE! 
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